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ppstract lomerated with | |
Devastating secrets cong Ol‘nerg ed w ayerecllsﬂences a-re at the
human life when they are alienated from their own family roots,
ol ith new people, suffered clashes of culture ang history and
Integ"amd wcome hysterically strange. Amnesia, or forgetting primarily the
Jlimately e oots, is an attempt to acculturate in a space which is full of
jstory and dr‘l em;nas and discrepancies. My paper intends to unravel how
mscrulable t'i es and the immigrants through their varied attempts try to
both 1h.e . ocial, cultural and political backdrops, especially, by pondering
mingle in new's a trope. The novel of Abdulrazak Gurnah, Gravel Heart,
over silence zsin tricate relationships among the immigrants and the natives.
-exP[Ofes lhefs ct and disjoints history, culture, memory and identity so much
gituation defun e forced to suppress their truths. History itself emerges as
so that people ?; r in the relationships which is perpetually complicatec? by
a silent l'::a:c;n{s of the life. Accommodating past as a part of life intensifies
i :
:Ez?:?'lg;er?ges of living and planning the present.

Keywords : Amnesia; Memory, |dentity; Silence
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: i isodic

Medically, amnesia is a disruption and dlsmanﬂ::lnixc;;::nsg: But
memory, that is, the inability to remember e.uentz:;if;erate attempt or a
-iéimnesia-historically. socially, and culturally-1s af life which are past and
wnscious trope to forget grievous occurrlen.ces . |I1t situation. A produced
delimental to get acculturated and endured B prese irements of the people
impaiment confines the memory according to the requ rtially recollect it. This
 Where they either cease to remember a memory or pa
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Negotiating the Politics of Amnesia and Silence in Abdulrazak Gurnah's The

Last Gi,
) ﬂ Neha Chatterjee
M.Phil. Scholar

The University of Burdwan
Email id: nneehhaas555@gmail.com

Abstract: Devastating secrets conglomerated with layered silences are at the heart of people when
they arc alienated from their own family roots, integrated with new people. suffered clashes of
culure and history and ultimately become hysterically strange. Amnesia, or forgetting primarily the
hisiory and roots. is an attempt to acculturate in a space which is full of inscrutable dilemmas and
discrepancies. My paper intends to unravel the varied attempts of both the natives and the
immigrants to mingle in new social, cultural and political backdrops by pondering over silence as a
trope m the novel of Abdulrazak Gurnah, The Last Gift, Situation defuncts and disjoints history.
culture. memory and identity so much so that people are foreed to suppress their truths. History
fiself emerges as a silent character in the relationships which is perpetually complicated by the

ongoing events of the life. Accommodating past as a part of life intensifics the challenges of living.

Keywords: Amnesia; Memory: Identity: Silence.

|

Medically, amnesia is a disruption and dismantling of the episodic memory, that is. the
inability 1o remember events and experiences, But amnesia—historically, socially, and culturally—
is a deliberate attempt or a conscious trope to forget grievous occurrences of life which are past and
detrimental to gel acculturated and endured in present situation. A produced impairment confines
the memory according 10 the requirements of the people where they either cease to remember a
memory or partially recollect it. This paper proposes to excavate the politics and problematic of
amnesia and silence in the lives of different characters, especially the protagonist Abbas, in the
corpus of Abdulrazak Gurnah's novel, The Lase Gifi. How new cultures, a new nation, a new

history shape the life and living of people, how they are forced to forget their past 1o acculturate in
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Exploring Intergenerational Ambivalence
and Social Gerontology in Amy Tan’s Novel,
The Bonesetter’s Daughter

Neha Chatterjee

Submitted: 20 February 2018, Revised: 03 March 20 18, Accepted:
29 March 2018,

Abstract: This paper intends to delve deep into the complex and
dialectic relation of two mother-daughters in Amy Tan’s novel, The
Bonesetter s Daughter; through the perspectives of social gerontology
and intergenerational ambivalence. Age and generation gap are
unquestionably taken as an obstruction in the fabrics of family and
society. Older people are possessor of our cultural and psychological
derivations and whenever they lose their bases it simultaneously
dismantles the life of the younger generation, Psychological gaps
formed out of sundry voids ultimately distort the sense of identity and
belonging. Considering all the mentioned arguments, the paper analyzes
the relationship of three Chinese women—Precious Auntie, LuLing and
Ruth—consecutively in the backdrop of China and San Francisco.
Human identity modifies and transforms with place and situation but
it continuously sought for a stability which can be gained only
through fixed cultural roots those we frequently carves out of the
memory of older and elder people. How the life of LuLing, an orphan,
and her daughter, Ruth face incessant dilemmas in their relation due to
lack of sense of being ‘existed’. They know each other where they are
sharing a relation of contradiction and harmony in the veil of many
secrets of Precious Auntie. Therefore, though old age is often
considered as the burden of society and family, it helps to weave
properly many riddled relations which can provide sense of self-
assurance.

Keywords: Gerontology, Intergenerational ambivalence, Identity,
Social gerontology, Psychological gerontology.

Gerontology is an interdisciplinary sphere of ilttcrvc:}linn, which
addresses the study of ageing, later life and old age in suumlz cultttlml,
psychological and biological context. Old age is often ntuml‘asw“ ns:
burden of the society due Lo diverse intergencrational cnnﬂw:‘s fcsu I,R'I]}
from the liability which younger people accustomed to [ace while
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Religion  Toral Male Female

Hindu | 1130439 (79.27 %) | 582904  (51.56 %) |547535  (48.44 %)
Muslim | 129244  (9.06 %) { 88569  (6B.53 %) |40675 (31.47 %)
Christian | 111939 (7.85%) | 55645  (49.71 %) |56294 (50.29 %)

Sikh | 1899 (0.13%) [ 1343 (70.72%) |556 (29.28 %)
Buddhist | 35303 (247 %) | 17602  {(49.86 %) | 17701 (50.14 %)

Jain 657 (0.05 %) | 355 (54 %) |302 (46 %)
Ocher Religion | 14865 (1.01 %) | 7390 (49.71 %) | 7475 {50.29 %)
NoReligion | 1672 (0,18 %) | 964 (57.65 %) |708 (4235 %)
Total | 1426018 754772 (52.93%) | 67246 (47.07%) |

o

Source : www.censusindia.cp.in
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INTERFACE BETWEEN SOCIETY AND FREUDIAN “UNCANNY":
A READING OF PATRICK SUSKIND'S PERFUME:
THE STORY OF A MURDERER

Neha Chatterjee

of the universe, exposed by Patrick Suskind through his thrilling novel Perfume
. which summons a sense of “unheimlich” vis-a-vis “uncanny” or unfamiliarity, that
the normative society either desires to conceal or to get disposed of. This paper intends
to surface this latent relation between the idea of “uncanny” and society where social
standards repress familiar experiences enkindling “uncanny” when discovered. The
existential journey undertaken by Jean-Baptiste Gren ouille, the wretched protagonist of
the novel, for acquiring human identity in the different realms of society not only
critiques the familiar unfamiliarity formulated by society, but also elicit the integral
connection between uncanny, that hardly gets acceptance in society.

r‘[lhe decadent dissipating domain of eighteenth century Paris, objective correlative

I

“Uncanny’, a sense of menacing fierce, perturb, distress and repulsion, is first
explored by Ernst Jentsch in 1906 essay, “On the Psychology of the Uncanny”, where she
elucidates that psychological uncanny is a product of “intellectual uncertainty,” This
idea elaborates that:
the uncanny would always be an area in which a person was unsure of his way around:
the better oriented he was in the world around him, the less likely he would be to find
the objects and occurrences in it uncanny. (Freud 125)

The iterant happenings of any particular incident transform an unhomely thing into
something homely and congenial.

The concept of “uncanny’” illustrated by Jentsch is further researched by Freud in
his 1919 celebrated essay, “The Uncanny.” He analyses two varied contents of the
word—semantic content and “uncanny” content evoked by a person’s or thing's “sense

impressions, experiences and situations” (Freud 124). Semantically, uncanny is

INTERFACE BETWEEN SOCIETY AND EREUDIAN “UNCANNY™:
A READING OF PATRICK SUSKIND'S PERFUME:
THESTORY OF AMURDERER

(UGC APPROVED SR. NO. 256/ JOURNAL NO. 48102)
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angel” into thirty pieces,
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Thus

» the “unheimlich”
familiar a

» Or the “uncanny” formed, and repressed by society is quite
nd when the

S€ mysteries get fore grounded they create 2 sense of fright not
€ Unveijleq object but for the very feelings that their familiarity with it is surfaced.
% abhors those “heimlich” or familiarly unfamiliar objects which they want to
keep hidden, Grenouille craves to achieve his place, his personal identity, his humanistic
existence but he was never taken more than an animal or an “unheimlich® devilish
bEi“E- He manifests his greatest triumph of life by preparing “"essence absolue” though
as every child finds uncanny in the mother's womb or genital where everyone once
lived. He wanted to enjoy the moment of b loved but he failed, Society creates the

eing
on in the mind.
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(Trans)Formation from Human to
Post Human: An Inquest into
Mirza Waheed's The Collaboratoy

NEHA CHATTERIEE
The University of Burdwan, India

ABSTRACT

Human conditions are continuously changing in the complex
systems of world where human are getting supplante by
machines and they are only treated as body which can be ygey
and dispensed accordingly. This paper intends to bring oyt e
pathetic post human conditions of human living in Kashmiy
indiscriminate of their religion, and how they are experienciné
tragedies and losses for generations and years irrespective of
different affiliations and identities, so much so, that human has
become post human or machines for desire fulfillment. It is
about our gaze towards body which is nothing more than a
machine where human body and emotions can be used to serve
very futile demands and desires. Mirza Waheed'’s heart
wrenching novel The Collaborator tries to unearth the heinous
collaboration of different establishments against Kashmiris
where they are ireated like a post human and they are
butchered only to serve unnecessary desires of these political
and cultural establishmenis. It is a story which narrates the
memories of loss and realistic experience of a teenage boy
living in Nowgam and becoming collaborator fo collect
ammunitions and ID cards from the dead bodies left in the

valley. It shows a life amid intense military oppression and
i insurgency.
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Exploring the Interaction between Tryyy,
and Memory in Shahnaz Bashir’s Noyej
The Half Mother ’

Neha Cllﬂlierjgc

Submitted: 23 May 2018, Revised: 30 May 2018, Aceepted; 3
June 2018

Abstract: The paper invokes o dig oul the impacts of devastatin
historical event of 1990s Kashmir’s long war and its indelible effects of
trauma in the lives of different chiaraclers, in its claiming of the first
victim of Natipora, Ghulam Rasool Joo and his family, in Shahnaz
Bashir’s novel, The Half Mother. This is basically an attempt to
highlight the perspectives of trauma, influence of political and social
history in personal lives, incessant recurrence of memory, (raumatic
post humanistic treatments, (he crisis for stable history, and an
endeavour to represent trauma in global level. History and its memories
are like dark patches creating vacuum in Haleema’s life, which can
never be erased. The enduring impact of traumatic deaths and
captivation fracture her self and identity from within. Getting captivated
in her own fragmented microcosmic world she is continuously searching
for her only stability, her son Imran, to get rid of every bitter past. Wars
are not only about disintegration of nation, but also about degeneration
of inner selves of both a community and an individual where surviving
characters like Haleema are imposed with multiple baggages to negotiate
with. Haleema’s yearning for her son depicts a haunting history of
Kashmir’s all those relatives yearning and waiting for the return of their
near ones. But her trauma and memory, paradoxically, help her to
survive stoically and become a support system for others.

Keywords: Trauma; Memory; Identity; History.
I

Is the trauma the encounter with death or the ongoing experience
of having survived it? (Caruth 7)
LEtymologically, in Greek “trauma” or wound refers to injury inflicted

on a body, but in psychiatric literature the term “trauma” is psychic
wound or affect inflicted upon mind. Shahnaz Bashir’s The Half Mother
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Religious faii:tl and their i-nterpretatio.ns have often problematized the gender positions and identities,
ihereby creatmg. frauma m human !lfe. Status and situation of girls and women in society are the
outcome of the interpretation of religious doctrines and faiths produced by cultural institutions and
social communities that vary across time and space. Tabish Khair’s Jikadi Jare, narrates the story of
Jamilla and her best friend Ameena, in the backdrop of Yorkshire High School which is followed by
their movement towards the Islamic state, Syria. Both the girls getting trapped by an Internet preacher,
Hejjiye, who runs an orphanage for the Jihadis fighting in the name of Islamic religion and Jihad,
leave Yorkshire and their families undoubtedly to serve the causes of Jihad in Syria. This movement
changes their lives completely where Ameena marries Hassan, a Jihadi leader, and becomes a ‘Jihadi
Jane' or a militant bride, and Jamilla finds the dubiousness of the religious world of the Jihadis.
Escaping the terrifying world of religious fanaticism was impossible for them. The multiple layers of
the story unfold how wrong interpretations of religion and religious scriptures not only shed blood of
imnocent peaple in the name of Allah and highlight gender inequality, but also craft the minds of women

and girls by using these wrong interpretations of religious texts. Jihadis and ‘Jihadi Janes’ are taught

fobecome terrorists by conveying wrong messages in the name of religion and their religious affiliation.

This paper not only seeks to dig out the impact of wrong interpretations of religion that actually creates
alemrorist out of the Jihadis, but also points out how these religious interpretations discriminate against

Women and create trauma in their psychology througt their memory.
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. Womanhood jy Anit e :
F oning New 1ta Naip'g Ladies ¢ '
jostio A Novel OUpe:

Neha Chatterjee

The status and condition of women in India
. ast few millennia. The position of wom

yer the f’d d, is strongly connected to family relatio
: Bldex:lo' p;triar'::ha' and male dominated, Fami
! di;sra:chical’ with the elders having authority

have undergone multiple changes
en in India, both inside home and
hs and social fabrics, Indian families
lies are usually multi-generational

over the younger generations, and
ales over females and the bride moving to in-laws place. Anita Nair’s Ladies
pem

- e, as anovel is claimed to be novel depicting women emancipation and forming
B /e women’s space with their memory and new find identity. It narrates the
wile?;i different women belonging different caste, status, situation et al and in
'?}um ey to Kanyakumari they seem to find their inner self and ide'utity through
';anuggle and tolerance. But the primary question asked by Akhila that can a

c iomize the image of a New Women, they according to me are subsemen:t to mz}le
ar s only. They are apparently fiee and emerge to be a New Woman but in reality
=hT1C . gt b - -

- serving the patriarchal structures only through their idealization as a woman,
ey are

' ; ' terms to get rid
bew ident : i h the world around on her own g
W identity, she is seen dealing wit _ s ;
-" ‘{:;hgti};e d’ position, The New Women are aware of her destination that is to
T ;

-ownrights. The fight is not
e dorn; : for her own and her own'rig
fodominated society. She can fight h i Gt
i and short livgi since it is against to the human elements like ego, g
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Kamila Shamsie's Kartography otiating

" Neha Chatterjee
- M.Phil. Research Scholar
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—aper invokes to fi i flating
This paper. invokes o' gure out the inflating fluidity and
bty of nationally, gocglly and ethically bounded space
ot is forming 8 de-territorialized nation, marginalized entity
and hybrid dentities in Kamila Shamsie’s novel, Kartography.
The novel manifests how the permeability of nation state
ggographical houndaries of Karachi has become more volatile
and hostile after the Partition of East and West Pakistan in
1972, This porosity of fluid space of Karachi ruptures the
entity of Karim, a hybrid of a Pakistani and a Mujahir
(Bangladeshi) parentage, and of Raheen, who simultaneously
dentifies herself with Karim. Karim’s aim of becoming a
artographer and his :-onoclastic hand-drawn map of Karachi
not only pose a challenge t0 the national boundary of Pakistan
but also desires to get a place in society and nation. His map
goes beyond the bounded space of Karachi and forms a
completely new migratory perspective of Karim thereby
endorsing fluidity of geographical space and heterogeneity of
identity,
ace have evolved as an
hensive understanding
cultural differences
lized Mujahir

Diasporic and geographical sp
:g-glervasive element for the compre
Withe complexity of social relation and

problematic identity of margind
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Visual Narratives, Holocaust and Popular
Culture : Negotiating Trauma and Post memory

Neha Chatterjee

Abstract : This article tries to critically engage with nuanced inter-
sections among visual narrative, Holocaust and popular culture con-
ditioned by the entwined trajectorics of both trauma and post=mem-
ory. The gravity and severity of the Holocaust has been examined in
different forms of representation including mainstreamn fictional and
non-fictional writings but the interface between popular culture and
the Holocaust as reflected in a variety of visual narratives like paintings,
photographs, and so on, has not fully been explored as yet. Induced by
this research gap, this article attempts to investigate how select popular
cultural narratives bring up some densely interconnected aspects of the
Holocaust. This article is divided into two ritled sections—whereas the
first section aims at deconstructing “popular culture’ in the context of

the Holocaust, the second section discusses representational politics in

connection with visual narratives, trauma and post=memory.

Keywords : Visual Narrative; Popular Cultures Holocaust; Trau~

ma; Post-memory.

Theorizing Popular Culture and Holocaust : Deconstructive Read~
ings

The term ‘popular culture’ consists of both ‘popular’ and
rure’—both of which have distinct connotations that need to be initia
ly taken up to explain what constitutes ‘popular culture’. The wor

(4 clll"'
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CO'GO/RDIN;%qular’, primarily, refers to something that is “likegl Ay _pB.OPle
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Visual Narratives, Holocaust and Popular s34

- something that is too “inferior’ to be held with utimost importance
zr something that has exclusively been designed to ‘win’ over the fa-
vour of common people. ‘Culture’ on the other hand refers to a set of
practices which are translated into actions and shared by a gmup.; of
people who, by means of sticking to “cultural codings,” stand united
among others. In this regard, one may be reminded of John Storey’s
Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: An Introduction which lays
down a working definition of the term ‘popular culture’: “. . . popular

culture is simply culture that is widely favoured or well liked by many
people” (5).

Although attempts have been made to ‘trans-historicize’ the dis-
unction between “popular culture’ and ‘high culture’, a deconstruc-
uve intervention into the critical constitution of ‘popular culture’
will entail a thorough rejection of some prejudiced and opinionated
assumptions regarding this category. Here, one may stop and think:
if a piece of ‘high culture’ finds genuine ‘popularity’ among general
readers because of its artistic quality and aesthetic merit, then does it get
‘reduced’ to the status of a *popular culture’? For that matter, are the
writings of William Shakespeare examples of ‘high’ culturé or ‘pop-
ular’ culture? These questions insist that if ‘popular culture’ needs to

be reinvented, it has to be carried out in tune with the pnnciples of
deconstruction which

is capable of leading one to explore why it is so
intriguing to define ‘popular culture’. Here, onc may put forward that
‘Popular culture’ cannot be held as a fixed and inflexible category in-
asmuch as it is produced by “mass’ and it is cssentially people-centered.
‘Popular culture’, unlike other forms of art, allows a popular writer
to “freely’ move in and around a plethora of cultural practices which
do not usually get room in “high culture’: “, . . popular culture is the
culture that originates from ‘the people™ (9). Irimplies that one of the
important objectives of a picce of popular culture is to foreground the

muffled voices of common people whose cultural participation needs
Q,m be recorded through artistic works.
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suraj Yengde, Caste Matters. India: Peronis
5 pp. ISBN: 913.0,570-,09,23{';?‘“' Penguin Random House, 2019,

—_—

Dalit is robbed of his accurate registers of history, then, his human personality is
torn apart, he is degraded to the caricaturc of slavery, and finally he is not allowed
to express a profound critique of Brahmanical hegemonic creativity — art and
music. Living in the midst of such a delusional optic, the Dalit lives in the present
as well as the past; the latter being very strong in its spirit. The character of a Dalit
in the present moment is forcibly subsumed into the empty rhetoric of banality.

(Yengde 20)

Indian Caste system is one of the most talked about issues among writers. Caste
system was fundamentally premised on the suppression of women, which is in
the very Hindu marriage system of endogamy and child marriage. Being a first
generation Dalit scholar educated across continents, Suraj Yengde is not an
exception because he unravels his own experience of growing up as a Dalitin a
slum. He not only brings to the fore the discriminations and violence in
societyamong different sarnas (castes) in India, but also emphatically and
unambiguously points out the caste-based differences in politics, bureaucracy and
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The sixth chapter entitled, “Brahmins against Brahminicrm * kot
rpresntedin popula discourse. he diversysmong te Brahins s
highlighted by Ambedkar. All the Brahmins are not equally privileged, Yengde
‘has tried to highlight almost all the points related to Caste which really affects the
lives of people and he has also cited different real life instances and dumograhi
decals including the ideas of Ambedkar, Phole and others. He has even
endeavoured to foreground the diverse connections between gender inequality
and politics against the Dalits. He has tied to traverse the governmental
reservation policies of Dalit emancipation and has also talked about how India,
an independent nation, was born and its Constitution was formulated.
Yengde has spent his childhood in the Dalit bastis (slums) and after all his
hardships he is now situated in the USA. As he is now away from the present
lived conditions of the Dalits in India, all his arguments mostly hover around the
information provided by secondary sources like newspapers and conferences. To
discuss the caste issues, especially in a diverse place like India, it is very important
to live in the present scenario because focussing on any issue regarding caste
differences in any Indian society requires nuanced precision. By staying away
from the situation and conditions makes the representation a deferred reality.
Yengde has also not given proper space for discussing the representation of Dalit
experiences in art and literature. He has sparsely hinted at this issue but has not
elaborated the fact how their representation in creative domain can help them get
a foothold. However the book is an important addition to Dalit studies in India.

Neha Chatterjee
Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur, India
Email: nneehhaa5555@gmail.com
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back to William Rueckert’
s 1978 i
Ecocriticism” and essay "Literature and

: apparently lay dormant in critical
ull:?sst:m?’es‘erfl Literature Association meeting where Cheryll
e ¢ the idea of nature study by the relationship between

enwmmpent‘. Nature is often constructed and perceived as we
and describe it where human is taken to be the cardinal point and
of concern. The idea of eco-criticism with a covert apocalyptic
Was fostutecdniod ¢ nature as the.important entity of survival. Speciesism, as an idea
Pl oduced by Ru:I?ard D. Rider, and popularized by the Australian philosopher,

Sier Singer in his book Animal Liberation which defines it as "a prejudice or attitude of
bias in favor of the interests of members of one's own species and against those of
meml?ers of other species." This paper intends to analyze select poems of Peter
Reading’s Faunal to dig out the discrepancies in the idea of eco-criticism and deep
ecology by using the concept of speciesism,

Ecocriticism, as a word, traces
Ecology: An Experiment ip

vocabulary until the
Qlotfelty used it to s
literature and physica
human want to create
nature, the periphery
View tends to centraliz

The dialectics between human and nature is always in a process of permanence
and change and this dialogue between them “allows us to reflect upon the literary or
cultural text in the context of the slow evolution of the biosphere” (Coupe 6). The
growing field of theory of ecocriticism takes into account the threat of catastrophe
against the human world because human are as much a part of nature as the green world
is. It is often suggested that Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring is marked as the beginning of
modern environmental writing and it eventually fuels the field of ecocriticism as a
whole. The movement has first started by American writers and theorists. Peter Barry
points out that officially the word ecocriticism has been first used by William Rueckert
in his 1978 essay “Literature and Ecology: A Experiment in Ecocriticism™ and the word
‘ecological’ is first used in Karl Kroeber’s 1974 article “Home at Grasmere.” The British
side of the movement has started with Raymond Williams® The Country and the City
(1973) and Jonathan Bate’s Romantic Ecology: Wordsworth and the Environmental
Tradition (1991).

Environmentalism as a movement has first taken its speed with the publication
of The Silent Spring (1962) by Rachel Carson where she points out how “there was once
a town in the heart of America where all life seemed to live in harmony with its
surroundings”™ (1). But these agrarian and natural harmonies are now disturbed and
damaged by indiscriminate human activities and scientific interventions. The catastrophe
is described by Carson as:

... a strange blight crept over the area and everything began to change. Some evil
spell had settled on the community; mysterious maladies swept the flocks of
chickens; ... Everywhere was a shadow of Death. (2)

The apocalyptic vision of the environmentalists has put forward that the spell of
industrialization and scientific inventions has disturbed the harmony between nature and
human. When literary writers rhetorically organize the vision of the environmentalists
with their expertise, it mainly highlights the degenerating condition of nature and human
as a whole. The apprehension of the apocalypse due to this entire process of degenerating
relationship between nature and human and its representation in literature has led to the
formation of the field of ecocriticism.

In the ‘Introduction’ to The Ecocriticism Reader (1996) by Cheryll Glotfelty and
Harold Fromm, Glotfelty defines ecocriticism as:

.- Department of English | Vidyasagar University
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The Educational History of Cooch Behar is very
and obviously interesting its character. Since the for
dynasty indigenous system of education was develop
pnnnmgc Such type of educational system is contini

Cooch Behar. But scenario was changed when British

. ernment was introducing their political hegemony ovel

~ Since second half of 19th century the British line of e

was followed by the Maharajas of Cooch Behar. It wasa |

ture in the educational history of Cooch Behar. Before

dcmls now come to lughhght some p1st hIStOl'\' c:f Cooch Behal: =
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ABSTRACT

'.I"he aim of this study is to during the drafling of the Constitution of India; Panchayati Raj Institutions were placed

in the non-justifiable part of the Constitution, the Directive Principles of State Policy. In the forty years since the

adoption of a Constitution, panchayat raj organisations have travelled from an unjustifiability part of the

Constitution 1o one where a whole new status was introduced into their history, the Panchayati Raj Organisation,

Indian rehabilitation organisations, by means of a separate amendment a new status has been added. It can be

seen in this study that reservation is a chance to integrate the woman into the mainstream. It gives them a forum

for engaging, participating and enhancing their image. However, the empowerment of female can be strengthened

by the coordination of various scctors of society, including male houscholders, religious leaders and political

leaders, whose interests should come forward and shake even the ego, in order to recognise and understand that

the female are just as significant segments of society than men. The faster the better, man's chauvinism must go.

The future of man-made life looks grim if male-mindedness is not changed and replaced by a better socio-
economic system in which men and female are equal partners. For social growth, female's empowerment is vital
and attractive. India has a history of verified Panchayati Raj from the rise and falling empires of the independent
and autonomous communities of a village that in the past survived to modern legalized governance bodies on the
third level provided with constitutional help. The inadequate performance of Panchayati Raj was all due to rural
illiteracy, lack of resources, poverty, inexpericnced members, bundles, corruption, state intervention, lack of
consistency in the service of Panchyati Raj institutions and a lack of interest among rural population. Panchayati
Raj consisting of district Parishads from Zilla and grass Root Panchayats from the three tier structures proposed
by the Committee of Balwant Rai Mehta. The Committee recommended constitutional safeguards and the further
decentralisation of power at all levels to the Panchayati Raj institutions. A remarkable aspect of the study is the
suggestion that these bodies hold regular elections and open political party participation,

KEYWORDS: Female Empowerment, Panchayati Raj System, India, Constitution.

INTRODUCTION
Females are part and parcel of all cultures. They play an important role in determining the destiny of any country.

Thus. awareness and increased engagement in social and political questions arc all the more important. Their

. : ing society as a whol itis i : :
development is the main lever for promoting ty e and it is important for this society's well-being in
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Abstract:

This essay aims to assess the reservation policy and the issues brought on by the inefficient implementation of
AR regulations in Panchayati Raj lnstitutions, It questions why reservations for Dalit legislators haven't been
implemented well and what the real issue is. Following One million Dalit represcntalives have been elected at
the village, block, and district levels in proportion to their population to the overall population in the Panchayat
area under the terms of the 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act of 1992, which provided Reservation of Seats
for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in every Panchayat (i.c. at all three levels).Decentralization
has facilitated representation, although participation is not always a result of representation.
Panchayat Raj Institutions (PRIs) are thought to be the answer to all rural development problems and are linked
to the liberation of the oppressed, especially women. This paper offers a thematic review on the empowerment
of women representatives in PRIs in light of India's 73rd constitutional amendment and the decentralization
process. It evaluates representatives' understanding of panchayat operation, their independence, their
participation in communily activities, and changes in their sociosconomic circumstances, and their political
participation. Affirmative action appears to have had a significant impact on the participation of women
representatives and members from underrepresented groups over the years.
Keywords: Panchayatraj , Panchayat Level, Zilla Parishad, Gram Sabha , Rural Society, Rural Development
1. INTRODUCTION
In ancient times, India’s Institution of Panchayats served as the local administration for its villages. These
Panchayats were demoted to a subservient role during the British era as the foreign rulers established local
self-governments based on the model of their own nation. Village Panchayats were envisioned by Mahatma
Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, as a potential tool for the socioeconomic and pelitical reform of rural society
and the promotion of a democratic way of life at the local level. As a result, the Indian Constitution's basic
principles of state policy demand that the State establish village Panchayats and give them the necessary power
and capabilitics to act as self-governing enlitics. In accordance with these constitutional principles, many States
passed appropriate laws for establishing local Panchayats, while others changed the previous legislation in an
effort to hasten Panchayat formation and give them a more significant role than before. The Government of
India began community development programs on October 2, 1952, and these gave the Panchayat movement
a boost. The Gram Panchayat, which govems the village at the most basic level, the Panchayat Samiti, which
govems community development blocks, and the Zila Parishad, which govemns districts, were the three levels
of the Panchayat system suggested by the Balwant Rai Mchta Committee in 1958, The National Development
Council approved these proposals, and as a result, the Government of India built its policy on them.
While PRIs (Panchayat Raj Institutions) guarantee that all social groups participate in the process,democracy
ensures empowerment. The secret 10 successful women's engagement in any democracy is grc'ater ender
equality. Numerous programs have been put in place by the federal and state governments to give womef cqual
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ABSTRACT
Female's empowerment can mean equal status and female’s freedom to create. The aim
empower female to be cconomically independent, autonomous and competent, SO they can face
hassh circumstances and take part in the decision-making process. The Indian Constitution
seeks lo prohibit sex and racial discrimination, (o ban trafficking in humanity, to ban labour in
force and to reserve eleeted offices for female in order to reduce sexual inequalities. Female
are linked to rising demandls in political partics for equal rights. In spite of the constitutional
requirements on gender cquality, only a few female in parliament could make their own
decisions. Indigenous female are very powetless, and they have less reverence than men from
time immemorial. Gender disparitics are gaining aceess to education and employment, Female
have also been found to play uncqual gender roles in socicty. Female are not impressed
compared to men in politics in India. This is also the case in most countries worldwide. In
contrast to previous times, the role of female in politics is now very inspiring. Today it is much
better than ever before. But in India, clite female and urban teams continue to attract the
decision-making forces of Indian female, Female's inclusion in the Indian parliament is still far
from appropriate today. Female are tight for additional space in legislative bodies. The rescarch
shows that political participation allows female to handle their fundamental problems and
wishes in socicty and ensures (hat the preva lent national, provincial, district and local level is
available and completely responsive to the demand for revenue, transparency, political
involvement, political leadership and policy. There arc more than 0.5% of the world’s
populations. [t's true. It's true. They have not, however, the lowest degree of exposure to
political decision-making in conlrast with their peers. Therefore, female are a requirement for
simple justice or democracy to take decisions and politics. This is why the study aims at
research on the participation of female in politics and the analysis of statistical evidence on the
participation of female in politics and the analysis of female's problems and issues in politics
KEYWORDS: Socio-Political System, Female Empowerment, Panchayati Raj Systen;
decision-making process, Indian Conslitution, 3

is to

INTRODUCTION
The principle of gender cquality is enshrined in the Indian Constitution in its preamb]
&

fundamental rights, fundamental duties and directives, Not only does the Constituti

female equal opportunilies, it also empowers the State to enforce positive l?’f grant

discrimination in the interests of female. "Empowerment" can be defined as a me p;: olts o

influencing people's life influences, Empowerment female mean developing fem:l:‘::m for
: more
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